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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

KNOWLEDGE OF ENGLISH SOUNDS AND PHONETIC SYMBOLS.



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Language is the most effective form of human communication. 

LINGUISTICS: scientific study of language; systematic analysis of data.

2 aspects of linguistic studies:

Macro: Broad term; diverse fields.

Micro: Phonology, grammar, vocabulary (core of language)
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Key Properties of Language

1. Productivity: capacity to produce and convey new things.

2. Duality: consists of a double layer of systematic arrangement of Phonemes( smallest unit of language) and  Morphemes ( Grammatical 

structure, i.e, unique arrangement of words).

3. Arbitrariness: the relationship between a word and its meaning. It increases the flexibility of language.

4. Interchangeability: Speaker of language is the listener of the language as well.

5. Specialization: organs (used to produce speech) are adapted to this.

6. Displacement : for communicating the sender and the receiver need not be together.

7. Cultural Transmission: ‘ imitation of language’ ; genetic transmission is involuntary. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Phonetics and Phonology

1. Phonetics: it is the study of human sound per se. It studies the ‘ how to’ of the production and can be very 

pedagogically  meaningful.

2. Phonology: branch of linguistics that deals with the study of the sound system of language. It is the organization of 

sounds into patterns. It is language specific 

3. The Phoneme is the minimal unit of distinctive sound feature. Every language uses limited number of phonemes, for 

eg. English has 44 phonemes ( 20 vowels and 24 consonants). 

4. Vowels: they may be defined as the sounds which are normally voiced and produced with an open approximation and 

without any obstruction, partial or complete in the air passage. There are 5 vowels in English

5. Consonant: it is a sound which is produced by a stoppage or partial stoppage of the breath. There are 21 consonants in 

English. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

English language has 20 vowel sounds or phonemes.

Short vowel Sounds: 
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S.No. Short vowel sounds Common Spellings

1. /ɪ/ pit

2. /e/ Pet 

3. /æ/ pat

4. /ʌ/ cut

5. /ʊ/ put

6. /ɒ/ dog

7. /ə/ about



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

English language has 20 vowel sounds or phonemes.

Long vowel Sounds
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S.no. Long Vowel Sounds Common spellings

1. /i:/ week

2. /ɑ:/ hard

3. /ɔ:/ fork

4. /ɜ:/ heard

5. /u:/ boot



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

English language has 20 vowel sounds or phonemes .

Diphthong Vowel Sounds:  Two sounds combined to form a single sound
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S.No. Diphthong Vowel Sounds Common Spellings

1. /eɪ/ place

2. /oʊ/ home

3. /aʊ/ mouse

4. /ɪə/ clear

5. /eə/ care

6. /ɔɪ/ boy

7. /aɪ/ find

8. /ʊə/ tour



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

The English Language has 24 Consonant Sounds. They are classified into voiced and voiceless consonant sounds.

Voiced Consonant Sounds: The sounds which are produced, when the glottis is narrowed and vocal cord is loosend.
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S.No. Voiced Consonant Sounds Common Spellings

1. /p/ parrot

2. /b/ ball

3. /t/ tiger

4. /d/ dog

5. /k/ kite

6. /g/, goat

7. /f/ fan

8. /v/ van



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

The English Language has 24 Consonant Sounds. They are classified into voiced and voiceless consonant sounds.

Voiced Consonant Sounds: The sounds which are produced, when the glottis is narrowed and vocal cord is loosend.
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S.No. Voiced Consonant Sounds Common Spellings

9.  /s/ sea

10.  /z/ Zebra, 

11.  /θ/ thought

12. /ð/, the

13. /ʃ/ she

14. /ʒ/, vision

15. /ʈʃ/ Chair

16. /dʒ/ jug



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

The English Language has 24 Consonant Sounds. They are classified into voiced and voiceless consonant sounds.

Voiceless Consonant Sounds: The sounds which are produced, by opening of the glottis wide are called voiceless or breathed sounds
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S.No. Voiceless Consonant Sounds Common Spellings

1. /h/ hen

2. /w/ watch

3. /n/ nest

4. /m/ monkey

5. /r/ road

6. /j/ Yalk

7. /ŋ/ ring

8. /l/ lion



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

SAMPLE QUESTIONS (FROM PREVIOUS YEARS):

1. Which of the following has all the words beginning with the same consonant sound ?

a. sun, city

b. kite, city

c. house, hour

d. umbrella, university.

2. Which of the following has the same vowel sound ?

a. trip, treat, try

b. good, food, push

c. she, see, seat

d. pen, man, head
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

SAMPLE QUESTIONS (FROM PREVIOUS YEARS):

3. The number of pure vowel sounds and diphthongs in English is

a. 8 pure vowels and 12 diphthongs

b. 14 pure vowels and 6 diphthongs

c. 12 pure vowels and 8 diphthongs

d. 10 pure vowels and 10 diphthongs

4. Read the phonetic transcription and choose the correct word for the transcription given.

/ˈræðəʳ/

a. radar

b. Radder

c. rather

d. road
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

SAMPLE QUESTIONS (FROM PREVIOUS YEARS):

5. Read the phonetic transcription and choose the correct word for the transcription given.

/ˈdʒenərəl/

a. genre

b. danger

c. general

d. drizzle

6. Read the phonetic transcription and choose the correct word for the transcription given.

/boʊθ/

a. booth

b. both

c. about

d. boat
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