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PRINCINPLES OF LANGUAGE TEACHING

A. Characteristics of a Language

1. Language is a set of conventional communicative signals used by humans for communication in a community.

2. Language consists of various sound symbols and their counterparts that are used to point out some objects, occurrences 

and meanings. These symbols are chosen arbitrarily and then they are conventionally accepted and employed. 

3. Although, language is symbolic, yet its symbols are arranged in a particular system. 

4. All languages have phonological and grammatical systems and within a system there are several sub-systems.

5. Language is primarily made up of vocal sounds. So, speech is primary.

6. There is no inherent relation between the words of a language and their meaning or the ideas conveyed by them.

7. Each language is unique in its own sense. By this we do not mean that languages do not have any similarities.
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B.  Aims of Language Teaching

1. Ability to understand the speaker's language. 

2. Ability to read along with understanding. 

3. Ability to express fluently and diversely using different skills,

4. Ability to present or write in a coherent manner. 

5. Ability to understand the scientific aspect of a language. 

6. Development of a learner's sensitivity towards national issues, cultural heritage and different aspects of contemporary 

life.
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Many psychologists have laid down certain theories regarding language teaching. Some important theories or principles are as follow: 
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PRINCINPLES OF LANGUAGE TEACHING

C. Steps or Maxims Used While Teaching

Certain steps should be followed while teachings make it more effective and gainful.

1. Known to the Unknown: 

Teaching should be carried on what the students know either in the native language or in English. 

It is considered that old knowledge lays the foundation of new knowledge.

2. Simple to Complex: 

Simple things and vocabulary should be taught first before proceeding to complex structures or vocabulary items. 

By learning simple things learners feel motivated and confident. 

That would certainly help in better understanding of complex things

3. Concrete to Abstract: 

Concrete things are real things which can be seen and felt by our senses. 

Abstract things can be just imagined. 

Teaching done with the help of concrete objects lasts for a longer period, for e.g., a learner can imagine about a 

golden ball only  if he has seen a ball.

REET EXAM SERIES 2022 



PRINCINPLES OF LANGUAGE TEACHING

C. Steps or Maxims Used While Teaching

Certain steps should be followed while teachings make it more effective and gainful.

4. Analysis to Synthesis: When teaching is done from detailed teaching to summarising, we go from analysis to synthesis.

5. Induction to Deduction: In induction method, we give some examples first then try to reach on a conclusion. In 

deduction, first of all a rule is explained then some examples are given, Teaching should always precede from induction to 

deduction.

6. Psychological to Logical: While teaching, the interests, aptitudes, capacities and difficulty level of the learners should 

be kept in mind. For e.g. vocabulary and sentence structure of a language should be taught keeping in mind the difficulty 

level of the learners and then they could be arranged and explained in a logical manner.

7. Relate form to Meaning and Contextualise: All class activities should be meaningful. Whatever activity the students 

are involved in, the student should be able to understand the meaning of what they hear, say, read or write.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

SAMPLE QUESTIONS (FROM PREVIOUS YEARS):

1. One of the principles of the Direct method is that

a. classroom teaching should be done only in the target language

b. both the first language and the target language should be used in the classroom

c. literature teaching should be the major focus

d. students in the classroom should only listen to the teacher’s lectures

2. Which one of the following is not an important principle of language teaching ?

a. The students should learn a language by doing it.

b. The students should proceed from the concrete to abstract.

c. The teacher should try to motivate the learners.

d. The teacher should always tell jokes in the classroom.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

SAMPLE QUESTIONS (FROM PREVIOUS YEARS):

3. Which one of the following is not included under the principles of English teaching ?

a. Principle of Natural Process

b. Principle of purpose

c. Principle of uprooting from culture

d. Principle of selection

4. The criteria to choose a particular course for particular class is called

a. The Principle of Selection

b. The Principle of Gradation

c. The Principle of Proper order

d. The Principle of Motivation
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

SAMPLE QUESTIONS (FROM PREVIOUS YEARS):

5. Which principle of teaching English creates a zeal to learn something new in language?

a. The principle of proper order

b. The principle of habit formation

c. The principle of motivation

d. The principle of selection
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